THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

lived in a world of improvisations, without any idea of
what would happen next day?

The Party Press functioned in accordance with the
orders which it received from its party and the in-
dependent Press according to the opinions of its director.
Frequently and most anxiously newspaper directors used
to ask for advice and directions from the Government, so
that they might know how it was best to treat the most
important matters of politics, interior and foreign. All
such requests were in vain.

The consequences of this were fatal, because the
censorship, so far from complying with the law, let all
those communiques which were coloured with anti-
Fascism be published in the Press. This was natural
enough perhaps, since the civil governors had no proper
instructions and could not be too exigent in imposing
their personal opinions.

It was natural, too, that the Communist Party, which
had been raised into being a ruling factor in the war,
should use its press as an instrument for imposing its own
opinions. Its license reached such a point that articles and
slogans which were printed daily in its press appeared to
be instructions to the General Staff. It took it upon itself
to give public advice to military commanders, telling them
what tactics they should use, going into details of how
things ought to be done, and often censuring in a very
slick way the work of those commanders who were not
disposed to suffer orders or pointed suggestions from the
Communists. In their press they ardently defended unity
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